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REVIEW QUESTIONS PART 7
By successfully completing this quiz, you confirm that you have mastered the strategic principles of leveraging patents, utility models, designs, and trademarks to create and sustain competitive advantage in onboard maritime operations. 

Which of the following best describes a primary benefit of integrating IP considerations early in R&D for a new automated fuel‐metering system on a ship?
a) It ensures that the software code remains secret and never needs to be disclosed.
b) It allows the team to avoid investing in a technology that may already be patented, thus focusing on genuinely novel solutions.
c) It guarantees that competitors will not attempt any similar development.
d) It removes the need for any market research, since patent protection is sufficient.
Correct answer: b) It allows the team to avoid investing in a technology that may already be patented, thus focusing on genuinely novel solutions.

A start-up has developed a digital cargo‐tracking platform that produces real‐time sensor data to optimize stowage. Why might they choose to file for an industrial design rather than a full patent on their mobile interface?
a) Industrial designs protect functional algorithms more robustly than patents.
b) Industrial designs are cheaper, faster to obtain, and cover the unique visual layout of the user interface.
c) Industrial designs automatically grant global protection without further filings.
d) Industrial designs ensure that the hardware components cannot be reverse-engineered.
Correct answer: b) Industrial designs are cheaper, faster to obtain, and cover the unique visual layout of the user interface.

By licensing a patented waste-heat recovery system in the ship’s galley to multiple vessel operators, a maritime entrepreneur can:
a) Generate recurring royalty income while accelerating adoption of the technology across the fleet.
b) Prevent any competitor from ever working on waste-heat recovery.
c) Replace the need to register the technology in other jurisdictions.
d) Ensure that the technology never needs maintenance or updates.
Correct answer: a) Generate recurring royalty income while accelerating adoption of the technology across the fleet.

Which clause in a licensing agreement for a patented ballast-water treatment module best safeguards the licensor’s interests?
a) A clause allowing the licensee to sublicense freely without reporting usage.
b) A quality‐control provision requiring periodic technical audits of each installed unit.
c) A provision that designates the licensor’s name any time the technology is mentioned.
d) A clause that waives royalties for the first 50 units.
Correct answer: b) A quality‐control provision requiring periodic technical audits of each installed unit.

How does registering an industrial design for a distinctive deck‐panel pattern contribute to both brand identity and operational security?
a) It blocks competitors from registering any design in the same country.
b) It prevents unauthorized copies of the pattern, ensuring crew recognize genuine equipment and deterring counterfeit parts that could compromise safety.
c) It replaces the need for trademark registration on the company logo.
d) It automatically grants trademark protection for all branding elements.
Correct answer: b) It prevents unauthorized copies of the pattern, ensuring crew recognize genuine equipment and deterring counterfeit parts that could compromise safety.

In the context of strategic IP management onboard, what is the main advantage of modularizing a complex shipboard system into separate patent filings?
a) It allows the owner to abandon any part that later proves unprofitable.
b) It broadens the scope of protection and makes it harder for competitors to design around a single patent.
c) It eliminates all renewal fees for subsidiary components.
d) It automatically extends protection for each module by ten years.
Correct answer: b) It broadens the scope of protection and makes it harder for competitors to design around a single patent.

A maritime operator wants to offer a branded catering service across its fleet. Why is securing both a trademark and an industrial design important?
a) The trademark protects the food recipes; the industrial design protects the chef’s uniforms.
b) The trademark ensures no one else can use the service name, while the industrial design protects distinctive packaging and tableware that reinforce brand recognition.
c) The trademark automatically covers all visual elements, making the design registration redundant.
d) The industrial design prevents competitors from copying the menu, while the trademark protects the cooking methods.
Correct answer: b) The trademark ensures no one else can use the service name, while the industrial design protects distinctive packaging and tableware that reinforce brand recognition.

Which of the following best explains why patenting a software module that interfaces with physical sensors on board meets the “industrial applicability” requirement?
a) The software is considered abstract and thus automatically ineligible for patenting.
b) Because it produces a concrete technical effect—automatically calibrating hardware sensors—it qualifies as a patentable invention.
c) It is registered as a trademark, not a patent, because it is digital.
d) Software can never meet industrial applicability unless combined with hardware.
Correct answer: b) Because it produces a concrete technical effect—automatically calibrating hardware sensors—it qualifies as a patentable invention.

 Why is accelerating design registrations in key jurisdictions (e.g., under the Geneva Act or national design registers) critical when unveiling a new liner with innovative cabin layouts?
a) To ensure the design can never be altered by the shipyard.
b) To block competitors from registering a similar look first, thereby preventing confusion and protecting market positioning in strategic shipping regions.
c) To guarantee royalty payments for every cruise passenger.
d) To extend the patent term by registering the design.
Correct answer: b) To block competitors from registering a similar look first, thereby preventing confusion and protecting market positioning in strategic shipping regions.

How does a strong IP portfolio help a maritime startup attract early‐stage investors?
a) It allows the startup to bypass all due-diligence checks by investors.
b) A robust portfolio of provisional patents, utility models, and design registrations signals real innovation potential, reducing perceived risk and strengthening negotiating power.
c) It ensures that the startup can sell its entire patent portfolio immediately upon obtaining funding.
d) IP protection automatically grants free access to major shipping routes.
Correct answer: b) A robust portfolio of provisional patents, utility models, and design registrations signals real innovation potential, reducing perceived risk and strengthening negotiating power.

Thanks for completing the review test. Well done – and keep improving through learning! 
Good luck!
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